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1. AAA Lobby Days from March 3-4

Register now for the 2009 AAA Lobbying Days from March 3 to 4 in Washington, DC.   It is the perfect time to meet with your U.S. Senators and Representatives to enlist their support for permanent Medicare ambulance relief, federal death benefits for medics who die in the line of duty and other key issues important to your operation.  In addition to meeting with your Members of Congress, we will be holding a meeting of the AAA Reimbursement Task Force focusing on quality measures as they relate to ambulance reimbursement.  This is an event you do not want to miss!

To access the brochure and register for Lobby Days, please go to the “Meetings and Education” section of the AAA website at www.the-aaa.org or download the brochure here: http://www.the-aaa.org/meetingcalendar/2009_AAA_Lobby_Days_Brochure.pdf.

2. CMS Issues Revised Ambulance Fee Schedule Fact Sheet

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued an updated version of the Ambulance Fee Schedule Fact Sheet for 2009.  The Fact Sheet provides general information about the Medicare ambulance fee schedule.  To access a copy of the Fact Sheet, please click on this link: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/AmbulanceFeeSched_508-09.pdf or cut and paste the link into a new Internet browser.

3. REMINDER: Red Flag Rules

On November 9, 2007, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and federal financial institution regulatory agencies issued joint regulations on identity theft prevention programs which are commonly referred to as “Red Flag Rules.”  On October 22, 2008, the FTC announced that it was delaying implementation through May 1, 2009. The FTC has taken the position that health care providers including ambulance services are “creditors” and thus subject to the new regulations.  The AAA submitted a comment letter to the FTC to make the case that ambulance service providers are not “creditors” and thus should not be subject to the new regulations.  It appears that the FTC plans to move forward with applying the new regulations to health care providers including ambulance services.

The AAA is in the process of developing material for ambulance service providers to use to implement the Red Flag Rules.  The AAA is also scheduling an audio conference on the Red Flag Rules.  The material and details of the audio conference will be available shortly and both the material and audio conference will be free to AAA members.
4. REIMINDER: February Ambulance Open Door Forum
The next Ambulance Open Door Forum will be held on Wednesday, February 11, at 2:00 p.m. (eastern).  To participate in the Forum, dial 1-800-837-1935 and provide the operator with the conference ID number of 70014720 and your name, organization name and the state from which you are calling.  Below are more details on the Forum.

CMS Ambulance Open Door Forum

Date: Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Time: 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. (eastern)

Conference Call Number: 1-800-837-1935

Conference ID: 70014720
Conference Leaders: Dr. Bill Rogers/John Warren/Natalie Highsmith

TTY Communications Relay Services are available for the hearing impaired.  For TTY services dial 7-1-1 or 1-800-855-2880 and for Internet Relay services click here http://www.consumer.att.com/relay/which/index.html.  A relay communications assistant will help.

ENCORE: Call Number 1-800-642-1687; Conference ID Number of 70014720
"Encore" is a recording of this call that can be accessed by dialing 1-800-642-1687 and entering the Conference ID number of 70014720.  You can access the recording of the call from Wednesday, February 11, after 5:00 p.m. (EST) through Monday, February 16.







