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1. Still Time to Attend AAA Lobby Days in DC from March 3-4

You still have time to register for and attend the 2009 AAA Lobbying Days from March 3 to 4 in Washington, DC.   It is the perfect time to meet with your U.S. Senators and Representatives to enlist their support for permanent Medicare ambulance relief, federal death benefits for medics who die in the line of duty and other key issues important to your operation.  In addition to meeting with your Members of Congress, we will be holding a meeting of the AAA Reimbursement Task Force focusing on quality measures as they relate to ambulance reimbursement.  This is an event you do not want to miss!

To access the brochure and register for Lobby Days, please go to the “Meetings and Education” section of the AAA website at www.the-aaa.org or download the brochure here: http://www.the-aaa.org/meetingcalendar/2009_AAA_Lobby_Days_Brochure.pdf.

2. AAA Names Senator Conrad as its 2009 Legislator of the Year

The AAA has named Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND) as its 2009 Legislator of the Year.  The AAA Government Affairs Committee selected Senator Conrad for sponsoring the Medicare Ambulance Payment Extension Act last Congress with Senator Schumer and helping champion in the Senate the inclusion of the 2% urban and 3% rural Medicare ambulance relief in the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act.  Senator Conrad also recently introduced the Rural Revitalization Act (S. 323) which included rural components of the AAA permanent Medicare ambulance relief package but on a temporary basis.  The AAA is scheduled to present the award to Senator Conrad during the Stars of Life Banquet on May 5 in Washington, DC.

3. AAA Selects 30 Members of Congress for Legislative Recognition Awards

In addition to choosing Senator Conrad as its 2009 Legislator of the Year, the AAA selected 30 Members of Congress as recipients of Legislative Recognition Awards.  The awards will be presented in May by Stars of Life during their meetings on Capitol Hill with their respective Members of Congress.  Below is a list of the 30 Members of Congress selected to receive an award.
AAA Legislative Recognition Award Recipients
Max Baucus

Dave Camp

Saxby Chambliss

Thad Cochran

Susan Collins

Henry Cuellar

Rosa L. DeLauro

Charlie Dent

Keith Ellison

Chuck Grassley

Stephanie Herseth Sandlin

Daniel K. Inouye

Pete King

Amy Klobuchar

Mary Landrieu

Patrick Leahy

Joe Lieberman

Blanche L. Lincoln

Todd Russell Platts

Earl Pomeroy

David Price

Charles B. Rangel

Harry Reid

Pat Roberts

Hal Rogers

Bernie Sanders

Charles E. Schumer

Jeff Sessions

Bennie G. Thompson

Greg Walden

4. CMS Medicare Benefit Policy Manual - Revisions

By David M. Werfel, Esq.

On February 20, 2009, CMS issued Transmittal 103 (Change Request 6318) updating various sections of the Medicare Internet Only Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, 100-02.

The Transmittal can be downloaded at: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/transmittals/downloads/R103BP.pdf
Many of the changes reorganize material within the manual, e.g. the provision for payment of air ambulance services provided to a Medicare beneficiary who dies, has been moved from section 10.2.6 (which now applies to the same situation but for ground ambulance) to section 10.4.9 so there are distinct sections for ground and air ambulance.

Other changes involve deleting information that previously referenced the phase-in of the ambulance fee schedule.  Still other changes are to clarify information, make grammatical changes, or substitute one word for another, without changing coverage or payment policy.
The revised AAA Medicare Reference Manual, now being finalized (and expected to be ready for the Reimbursement Conference April 7, 2009 in Atlanta), will incorporate these changes.
5. CMS Issues Revised Medicare Fraud & Abuse Fact Sheet

Forwarded from CMS
Revised January 2009, the Medicare Fraud & Abuse Fact Sheet is now available at, http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/Fraud_and_Abuse.pdf, on the Medicare Learning Network (MLN). The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) works with other government agencies and law enforcement organizations to protect the Medicare program from fraud and abuse. Together with CMS, providers can help identify and prevent fraud and abuse; the first step for providers to protect themselves is to understand the legal definitions and be able to identify fraudulent and abusive practices. This fact sheet provides information on many available resources to help you understand what to do if you suspect or become aware of incidents of potential Medicare fraud or abuse.

6. National Level Exercise 2009 (NLE 09)

Forwarded from FEMA

Governmental and nongovernmental ambulance service providers in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas, should contact their State Homeland Security Office to ask about participation in the exercise.

National Level Exercise 2009 (NLE 09) is scheduled for July 27 through July 31, 2009. NLE 09 will be the first major exercise conducted by the United States government that will focus exclusively on terrorism prevention and protection, as opposed to incident response and recovery.

NLE 09 is designated as a Tier I National Level Exercise. Tier I exercises (formerly known as the Top Officials exercise series or TOPOFF) are conducted annually in accordance with the National Exercise Program (NEP), which serves as the nation’s overarching exercise program for planning, organizing, conducting and evaluating national level exercises. The NEP was established to provide the U.S. government, at all levels, exercise opportunities to prepare for catastrophic crises ranging from terrorism to natural disasters.
NLE 09, as with other Tier I exercises, is a White House directed, Congressionally- mandated exercise that includes the participation of all appropriate federal department and agency senior officials, their deputies, staff and key operational elements. In addition, broad regional participation of state, tribal, local, private sector and international organizations are anticipated.
EXERCISE FOCUS
NLE 09 will focus on intelligence and information sharing among intelligence and law enforcement communities, and between international, federal, regional, state, tribal, local and private sector participants.
The NLE 09 scenario will begin in the aftermath of a notional terrorist event outside of the United States, and exercise play will center on preventing subsequent efforts by the terrorists to enter the United States and carry out additional attacks. This scenario enables participating senior officials to focus on issues related to preventing terrorist events domestically and protecting U.S. critical infrastructure.

NLE 09 will allow terrorism prevention efforts to proceed to a logical end (successful or not), with no requirement for response or recovery activities.

NLE 09 will be an operations-based exercise to include: activities taking place at command posts, emergency operation centers, intelligence centers and potential field locations to include federal headquarters facilities in the Washington D.C. area, and in federal, regional, state, tribal, local and private sector facilities in FEMA Region VI, which includes the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.

EXERCISE OBJECTIVES
Through a comprehensive evaluation process, the exercise will assess prevention and protection capabilities both nationally and regionally. Although NLE 09 is still in the planning stages, the exercise is currently designed to validate the following capabilities:

· Intelligence/Information Sharing and Dissemination
· Counter-Terrorism Investigation and Law Enforcement
· Air, Border and Maritime Security
· Critical Infrastructure Protection
· Public and Private Sector Alert/Notification and Security Advisories
· International Coordination
VALIDATING THE HOMELAND SECURITY SYSTEM

Exercises such as NLE 09 are an important component of national preparedness, helping to build an integrated federal, state, tribal, local and private sector capability to prevent terrorist attacks, and rapidly and effectively respond to, and recover from, any terrorist attack or major disaster that occurs.

The full-scale exercise offers agencies and jurisdictions a way to test their plans and skills in a real-time, realistic environment and to gain the in-depth knowledge that only experience can provide. Participants will exercise prevention and information sharing functions that are critical to preventing terrorist attacks. Lessons learned from the exercise will provide valuable insights to guide future planning for securing the nation against terrorist attacks, disasters, and other emergencies.

For more information about NLE 09, contact the FEMA News Desk: 202-646-4600. 

FEMA leads and supports the nation in a risk-based, comprehensive emergency management system of preparedness, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation, to reduce the loss of life and property and protect the nation from all hazards including natural disasters, acts of terrorism and other man-made disasters.







