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1. AAA Lobby Days from March 3-4

Register now for the 2009 AAA Lobbying Days from March 3 to 4 in Washington, DC.   It is the perfect time to meet with your U.S. Senators and Representatives to enlist their support for permanent Medicare ambulance relief, federal death benefits for medics who die in the line of duty and other key issues important to your operation.  In addition to meeting with your Members of Congress, we will be holding a meeting of the AAA Reimbursement Task Force focusing on quality measures as they relate to ambulance reimbursement.  This is an event you do not want to miss!

To access the brochure and register for Lobby Days, please go to the “Meetings and Education” section of the AAA website at www.the-aaa.org or download the brochure here: http://www.the-aaa.org/meetingcalendar/2009_AAA_Lobby_Days_Brochure.pdf.

2. Red Flag Rules Update

On November 9, 2007, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and federal financial institution regulatory agencies issued joint regulations on identity theft prevention programs which are commonly referred to as “Red Flag Rules.”  On October 22, 2008, the FTC announced that it was delaying implementation through May 1, 2009. The FTC has taken the position that health care providers including ambulance services are “creditors” and thus subject to the new regulations.  The AAA submitted a comment letter to the FTC to make the case that ambulance service providers are not “creditors” and thus should not be subject to the new regulations.  It appears that the FTC plans to move forward with applying the new regulations to health care providers including ambulance services.

The AAA is in the process of developing material for ambulance service providers to use to implement the Red Flag Rules.  The AAA is also scheduling an audio conference on the Red Flag Rules.  The material and details of the audio conference will be available shortly and both the material and audio conference will be free to AAA members.
3. HHS Issues Final ICD-10 Codes and Updated Electronic Transaction Standards
Forwarded from the Department of Health and Human Services

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recently released two final rules that will facilitate the United States’ ongoing transition to an electronic health care environment through adoption of a new generation of diagnosis and procedure codes and updated standards for electronic health care and pharmacy transactions.

The first final rule replaces the ICD-9-CM code sets now used to report health care diagnoses and procedures with greatly expanded ICD-10 code sets, with a compliance date of Oct. 1, 2013.  The second final rule adopts an updated X12 standard, Version 5010, for certain electronic health care transactions, an updated version of the National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) standard, Version D.0, for electronic pharmacy-related transactions, and a standard for Medicaid pharmacy subrogation transactions. Version 5010 includes updated standards for claims, remittance advice, eligibility inquiries, referral authorization, and other administrative transactions. Version 5010 also accommodates the use of the ICD-10 code sets, which are not supported by Version 4010/4010A1, the current X12 standard.

“These regulations will move the nation toward a more efficient, quality-focused health care system by helping accelerate the widespread adoption of health information technology,” HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt said. “The greatly expanded ICD-10 code sets will fully support quality reporting, pay-for-performance, bio-surveillance, and other critical activities. The updated X12 transaction standards, Version 5010, provide the framework needed to support the ICD-10 codes.”

The ICD-10 rule titled “HIPAA Administrative Simplification: Modifications to Medical Data Code Set Standards to Adopt ICD–10–CM and ICD–10–PCS” is available in text format at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9-743.htm and in pdf format at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-743.pdf.

The updated X12 transaction standards, version 5010, rule titled “Health Insurance Reform; Modifications to the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Electronic Transaction Standards” is available in text format at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9-740.htm and in pdf format at http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-740.pdf.
4. FY2009 AFG Workshop Schedule Posted

Forwarded from the Department of Homeland Security

The Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program Office has posted the schedule for the conduct of applicant workshops for the FY2009 Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG). The schedule is available at http://www.firegrantsupport.com/workshop/display/workshops.aspx. The schedule will be updated daily with any new/updated information about the scheduled workshops. As such, users are encouraged to revisit the site to update themselves on locations, times and any other AFG information.

Applicant workshops are conducted by AFG regional staff and are free to all attendees. Each workshop is about 2 hours long. All workshops provide the same informational material and is reflected in a PowerPoint presentation. The material is also posted at the AFG website: http://www.firegrantsupport.com/afg/. While the application period has not been established, you will be able to find the latest information on the grant opportunity on the AFG website as it becomes available including the application period, the online applicant tutorial, frequently asked questions, and the FY2009 AFG Program Guidance. 

The AFG Program is administered by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) Grants Program Directorate in coordination with the U.S. Fire Administration.
Please note: Ambulance service providers who are non-profit and not associated with a hospital are eligible for funding under the AFG for training, equipment, personal protective equipment, wellness and fitness, and modifications to facilities.  The Department of Homeland Security will release details for submitting FY09 Grant applications this spring.






