[image: image1.png]AMERICAN
AMBULANCE
ASSOCIATION




2010 Federal Legislative Issues

for Ambulance Service Providers

Medicare Ambulance Relief

All Americans currently have universal ambulance service coverage.  During a medical emergency and a call to 9-1-1, an ambulance responds regardless of whether the patient has health insurance or can pay the bill.  The paramedics and emergency medical technicians on the ambulance provide life saving medical care at the scene of the incident and until the patient reaches the hospital.  As a result, ambulance services are the health care safety net and medical first responders for all Americans.

However, access to high quality ambulance services is in jeopardy.  A May 2007 report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) found that ambulance service providers are reimbursed by Medicare on average 6% below cost and 17% below cost in “super rural” areas.  Congress has recognized this shortfall and included temporary Medicare ambulance relief in the MMA and MIPPA and an extension of the 2% urban, 3% rural and super rural bonus payments within the recently enacted health care reform legislation.  However, all the relief expires at the end of this year which will significantly add to the financial distress already facing ambulance service providers and therefore could compromise patient care.

Congress originally included in MIPPA a provision for temporary Medicare ambulance relief with a 2% urban and 3% rural increase for ambulance service providers.  Congress addressed the shortfall for providers in extremely rural or “super rural” areas with a temporary 22.6% increase to their base rate.  This “down payment” toward permanent relief was extended in health care reform legislation and is greatly appreciated although a more comprehensive, permanent fix is necessary to ensure the long-term availability of ambulance services.

As health care reform is implemented, the Congress must ensure that Americans continue to have universal ambulance service coverage.  The Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act (S. 1066, H.R. 2443) by Senators Schumer, Roberts, Conrad and Sessions and Congressmen Neal and Upton, respectively, is based on the findings of the GAO report with a permanent 6% increase for urban and rural providers and 17% increase for super rural providers.  In order for Americans to have uninterrupted access to high quality ambulance services and thus also entry into the rest of the health care system, the Congress must extend Medicare ambulance relief.

We ask that members of Congress support the extensions of Medicare ambulance relief and cosponsor the Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act (S. 1066, H.R. 2443).  In the Senate, please have staff contact Meghan Taira with Senator Schumer at 4-6542 and in the House, please have staff contact Ann Jablon with Congressman Neal at 5-5601.
�










Revised 7/26/10

