AAA Government Affairs E-Update
July 1, 2009
1. CALL TO ACTION: Meet with Your Members of Congress during July 4 Recess

2. Senator Leahy Introduces Bill Extending Death Benefits to Non-Profit EMS

3. CMS Launches Website on Health Information Technology Grants

4. House Passes Homeland Security Appropriations Bill Including EMS Language

1. CALL TO ACTION: Meet with Your Members of Congress during July 4 Recess
The time is now for you to meet with your members of Congress regarding permanent Medicare ambulance relief!

All the temporary Medicare ambulance relief provisions expire at the end of this year.  This includes the 2% urban and 3% rural increases, the “super rural” bonus payment of an additional 22.6% to the base rate and the remaining partial relief from the regional fee schedule.  It is therefore critical that Congress implement permanent Medicare ambulance relief before this happens.  The AAA is now asking its member representatives to meet with their Members of Congress in their home state during the 4th of July congressional recess from July 3 to July 12.

Congress will soon begin formal consideration of proposals for health care reform with votes on the Senate and House floors scheduled for July.  Health care reform legislation represents the best opportunity this year for passage of permanent Medicare ambulance relief.  A two-year extension of the 2% urban and 3% rural increases is currently in the initial draft of the House bill on health care reform but inclusion of the provision in the final package is far from certain.  It is vital that you meet soon with your Members of Congress and ask that they cosponsor the Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act (S. 1066, H.R. 2443) and support inclusion of Medicare ambulance relief in the final version of health care reform legislation.

Scheduling Meetings Back Home with Your Members of Congress

To schedule meetings during the 4th of July congressional recess with your Members of Congress for back in the district or state, contact either their local district office or the scheduler in their Capitol Hill office.  Use the 111th Congress Directory provided to you by the AAA to look up the phone numbers.  You can also use the Capwiz site at http://capwiz.com/the-aaa/home/ and enter your zip code to access the information.  Please let Tristan North know of your meetings.  His e-mail is tnorth@the-aaa.org.

Continue to Write Letters to Your Members of Congress

If you have not already done so and even if you plan to meet with your Members of Congress, please write to them today in support of cosponsoring the Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act.  The AAA online letter writing tool will take only minutes for you to send letters to your Members of Congress.  All you will need to do is enter your zip code and the tool will determine your Members of Congress and provide you with a draft letter.  It will then e-mail or fax your letter for you.

To access the AAA online letter writing system, go to: http://capwiz.com/the-aaa/home/
About the Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act
The Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act (MAAPA) was introduced in the Senate by Senators Charles Schumer (D-NY), Pat Roberts (R-KS), Kent Conrad (D-ND) and Jeff Sessions (R-AL) and in the House by Congressmen Richard Neal (D-MA) and Fred Upton (R-MI).  MAAPA would provide a permanent 6% Medicare increase for transports originating in an urban or rural area and permanently extend the bonus base payment of 22.6% for transports originating in super rural areas.  If Congress does not act on Medicare ambulance relief by the end of this year, ambulance service providers will lose a minimum of 2% in urban areas, 3% in rural areas and 17% in super rural areas.  So please write today!
To access the AAA online letter writing system, go to: http://capwiz.com/the-aaa/home/
Current Cosponsors of the MAAPA

Since our last report, Senator Byron Dorgan (D-ND) has been officially added as a cosponsor of the Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act (S. 1066, H.R. 2443).  Below is a list, current as of today, by state of Members of Congress who have officially been added as cosponsors or who have given AAA staff a commitment to cosponsor.
AL: Sen. Jeff Sessions

AR: Sen. Blanche Lincoln

CA: Rep. Devin Nunes

KS: Sen. Pat Roberts

LA: Sen. Mary Landrieu

MA: Sen. John Kerry, Rep. Richard Neal

MN: Sen. Amy Klobuchar

MI: Sen. Debbie Stabenow, Rep. Fred Upton

MT: Sen. Jon Tester

NV: Rep. Shelley Berkley

NY: Sen. Charles Schumer, Rep. Paul Tonko
ND: Sen. Kent Conrad, Sen. Byron Dorgan
OH: Rep. Patrick Tiberi
PA: Rep. Jim Gerlach
VT: Sen. Patrick Leahy, Sen. Bernie Sanders, Rep. Peter Welch

To access the AAA online letter writing system, go to: http://capwiz.com/the-aaa/home/
Please Make Arrangements Today to Meet with Your Members of Congress!
2. Senator Leahy Introduces Bill Extending Death Benefits to Non-Profit EMS

On June 25, Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) introduced the Dale Long Emergency Medical Services Provider Protection Act (S. 1353).  This legislation would extend federal death benefits under the Public Safety Officers' Benefit (PSOB) program to those paramedics and EMTs who are employed by a non-profit ambulance agency.  The legislation is named after the paramedic with Bennington Rescue Squad in Vermont and 2009 AAA Star of Life who recently died in the line of duty.

While the bill does not cover all EMS personnel, specifically those who are employed by for-profit agencies, the AAA Board voted to endorse it because the bill is a good first step and will extend coverage to thousands of EMS personnel.  The AAA will continue to push Congress to extend the benefits to all EMS personnel regardless of their employer type.  Below is the introductory statement by Senator Leahy.
By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr. Sanders): 

S. 1353. A bill to amend title 1 of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1986 to include nonprofit and volunteer ground and air ambulance crew members and first responders for certain benefits; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

   Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise today to introduce legislation that will correct an inequality in the Department of Justice's Public Safety Officers Benefits, PSOB, Program by extending benefits to non-profit EMS providers who die or are disabled in the line of duty. I am pleased to be joined in this effort by Senator Sanders. 

   Vermonters were deeply saddened earlier this week when we received word that veteran EMT specialist Dale Long died in a tragic, on-duty accident in Bennington. Dale Long had a superb 25-year career as a Vermont EMT, and I extend our deepest condolences to his family, to the Bennington Rescue Squad, and to the entire Vermont EMT community. 

   First responders nationwide literally put their lives at risk every day for the people of their communities. They represent the best of our nation's dedicated service to others, and Dale Long was a solid example of that tradition. He was Bennington Rescue Squad's 2008 EMT of the Year, and a 2009 recipient of the American Ambulance Association's Star of Life Award. I had the pleasure of meeting Dale just last month when he visited my office during the Star of Life festivities. 

   This tragedy highlights a major shortcoming in the current PSOB program, which Congress established over 30 years ago to provide assistance to police, fire and medics who lose their lives or are disabled in the line of duty. The benefit, though, only applies to public safety officers employed by a federal, state, and local government entity. With many communities around the United States choosing to have their emergency medical services provided by non-profit agencies, medics working for non-profit services unfortunately are not eligible for benefits under the PSOB program. 

   Non-profit public safety officers provide identical services to governmental officers and do so daily in the same dangerous environments. With a renewed appreciation for the important community service of first responders since the national tragedy of September 11, 2001, more people are answering the call to serve their communities. At the same time, more rescue workers are falling through the cracks of the PSOB program. 

   The Dale Long Emergency Medical Service Provider Protection Act would correct this inequality by extending the PSOB program to cover non-profit EMS officers who provide emergency medical and ground or air ambulance service. These emergency professionals protect and promote the public good of the communities they serve, and we should not unfairly penalize them and their families simply because they work or volunteer for a non-profit organization. 

3. CMS Launches Website on Health Information Technology Grants

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has launched a webpage dedicated to Health Information Technology and the grants available to health care providers through the Economic Recovery Act (Stimulus Package).  Ambulance service providers are not eligible for grants available only to “meaningful users” but are available for Health Information Technology funds made available to states.  We recommend that you contact your state health department for more information.
The CMS webpage is: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/Recovery/11_HealthIT.asp
4. House Passes Homeland Security Appropriations Bill Including EMS Language
On June 24, the U.S. House of Representatives by a vote of 389 to 27 passed the FY2010 Homeland Security Appropriations Bill (H.R. 2892) and the accompanying committee report (House Report 111-157).  The committee report included language, secured by the AAA and targeted AAA member contacts, on emergency medical services.  The language would strengthen the role of emergency medical service providers in state and local emergency preparedness planning and in obtaining homeland security funding for the purchase of personal protection equipment.
The report accompanying the version of the bill passed by the Senate Committee on Appropriations does not include the language on EMS.  When the Senate passes their bill and the House and Senate go to conference to reconcile the different bills, the AAA will be pushing for the inclusion of the EMS language in the final conference report.  The EMS language is below.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

The Committee supports the Department's efforts to complete capability assessments for emergency medical service (EMS) providers. However, the Committee remains concerned that current funding levels for the EMS community for training and equipment for disaster preparedness may be insufficient to meet capability requirements. Of particular concern is that EMS providers do not have essential personal protection equipment, such as powered air purifying respirators. FEMA is directed, in conjunction with the Office of Health Affairs, to report to the Committee regarding the current state of disaster preparedness capabilities of EMS providers. This report is due no later than six months after the enactment of this Act and shall include an analysis of the gap between current and target capabilities. FEMA is directed to include language in its grants guidance requiring States to include EMS providers in their Statewide Homeland Security Plans as well as their UASI plans. FEMA shall also make States aware that EMS personal protection equipment is an allowable expense under the State and UASI grant programs. If a State provides no funding to EMS providers, the State should justify its lack of funding by demonstrating that related capabilities have been met or by identifying other pressing priorities. 






