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1. President Obama Unveils Details of his FY2010 Budget
Earlier today, President Obama unveiled the details of his FY2010 Budget.  This latest budget expands upon the budget blueprint that the President submitted to Congress in February and provides his funding level suggestions for specific federal programs.  Last week, Congress passed its own budget blueprint and will now proceed with determining appropriation levels for federal programs.
Of interest to ambulance service providers, the President’s FY2010 Budget does not call for reductions in the inflation update for Medicare payments to health care providers including ambulance service providers.  The President does include savings in the Medicare program to offset new spending for health care reform but currently there are no recommendations to extract savings from the Medicare ambulance fee schedule.  The AAA continues to fight for additional Medicare relief for ambulance service providers.  The budget does include $70 million for the reimbursement of emergency medical services provided to undocumented aliens also known as the Section 1011 program.
On the homeland security front, the budget includes $138 million for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Health Affairs Office which is down from $157 million for FY2009.  The State Homeland Security Grant (SHSG) and Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI), the two major grant programs for which ambulance service providers are eligible, both received recommended increases in the President’s Budget.  SHSG would be funded at $950 million up from $890 million and UASI would be funded at $887 million up from $837 million.

2. Medicare Paramedic Intercept Services Coverage Act Introduced in House

On April 2, Representatives Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and Todd Russell Platts (R-PA) introduced the Medicare Paramedic Intercept Services Coverage Act of 2009 (H.R. 1915).  Representative Paul Tonko (D-NY) was an original cosponsor of the legislation which was referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.  The AAA supports H.R. 1915.

The Medicare Paramedic Intercept Services Coverage Act of 2009 is intended to help ensure that those communities which are served by public, volunteer or non-profit ambulance service providers with only basic life support (BLS) capability also have access to critical advanced life support (ALS) services.  When an ALS ambulance and crew arrive at the scene of a medical emergency and the paramedic from the ALS ambulance provides care during transport on the BLS ambulance, the ALS ambulance service provider often has difficulty in receiving Medicare reimbursement for the paramedic intercept services.  H.R. 1915 would help correct this problem by expanding coverage to ambulance service providers who dispatch an ALS ambulance regardless of whether the BLS ambulance service provider is in a rural area and prohibited by state law from billing.  Under current statute, only those paramedic intercept services which are provided in rural areas in New York State are eligible for coverage.
3. Deadline Approaching for FY 2009 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Submissions

Forwarded from the Department of Homeland Security

Please note that “nonaffiliated EMS organizations” are eligible for funding under the Assistance to Firefighters Grant or “FIRE Act.”  Nonaffiliated EMS organizations are nonprofit EMS agencies which are not affiliated with a hospital.  For those Nonaffiliated EMS organizations that have questions or need assistance in applying for a grant, please contact AAA Director of Special Projects Jim Buell at jbuell@the-aaa.org.
The Department of Homeland Security has posted the FY2009 Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG) Program Guidance on the AFG Website. The application period is scheduled to begin on Wednesday, April 15, 2009, at 8:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT). Applications for these grants must be received by Wednesday, May 20, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT).
Nationally, the AFG awards, which will be distributed in phases, will ultimately provide approximately $510 million to fire departments and nonaffiliated emergency medical service organizations throughout the country. AFG awards aim to enhance response capabilities and to more effectively protect the health and safety of the public with respect to fire and other hazards. The grants enable local fire departments and emergency medical services organizations to purchase or receive training, conduct first responder health and safety programs, and buy equipment and response vehicles.

An applicant tutorial is available through the www.firegrantsupport.com website. The tutorial provides you with valuable grant information and will walk you through the preparation and submittal of competitive applications. In addition, the applicant tutorial will provide an overview of the funding priorities and evaluation criteria. Applicants who have questions regarding the Assistance to Firefighters Grants opportunity should contact the help desk at 1-866-274-0960 or at firegrants@dhs.gov. During the application period, the help desk will operate Monday to Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (EDT), but is prepared to revise hours of operation based on volume and demand.

The AFG Program is administered by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Grant Programs Directorate in coordination with the U.S. Fire Administration. 

For access to the FY09 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program Guidance or FAQs - visit www.firegrantsupport.com/afg/.






