December 17, 2007

AAA MEMBER ADVISORY

TO:          AAA Members

FROM:    Russell Honeycutt

                AAA Medicare Regulatory Work Group Chair

RE:          Medicare Beneficiary Signature Requirement

Comment Letter

Please submit to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) a comment letter on the changes to the beneficiary signature requirement proposed in the physician fee schedule final rule.  The AAA has developed a draft comment letter for you to personalize and submit to CMS.  To access the draft letter, please go to the link as follows: [Insert Link Here].

Please mail your original comment letter and two copies to the address on the draft comment letter.  You should mail your comment letter and two copies no later than Thursday December 27 to ensure CMS receives your package prior to the deadline of Monday, December 31.  Please forward an e-mail to AAA Senior Vice President Tristan North letting him know you submitted a letter.  His e-mail address is tnorth@the-aaa.org.
Member Survey

If you have not already done so, please complete and return the below survey on the beneficiary signature requirement.  The AAA will use this information to help advocate that CMS change the requirement outlined in the final rule.  Please send your completed survey to Tristan at tnorth@the-aaa.org.
Please answer with ONLY the percentages requested, i.e. no explanation or other narrative:

1. Currently, for non-emergencies, approximately what percentage of your claims that you submit to Medicare, as the primary insurance, are you doing so:

     a. Based on the signature of the patient, legal guardian or relative ________ %

     b. Based solely on the crew listing Patient Unable to Sign?           ________ %

                                                            NOTE: Total of these two must equal 100%

2. Currently, for emergencies, approximately what percentage of your claims that you submit to Medicare, as the primary insurance, are you doing so:

     a. Based on the signature of the patient, legal guardian or relative? ________ %

     b. Based solely on the crew listing Patient Unable to Sign?             ________ %

                                                              NOTE: Total of these two must equal 100%

3. Under the recent Final Rule, for emergencies only, you can also submit if a representative of the receiving hospital signs acknowledging receipt of the patient, from you, and when.  Under this provision, what percentage of the time do you estimate you will be able to meet the emergency only exception, when you do not get the signature of the patient, legal guardian or relative to sign? ________ %
Thank you in advance for taking the time to submit a comment letter and complete the survey.
